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 Suicide is the tenth leading cause of death in the United States.?! It * A Haddon Matrix was created to conceptualize a public health approach to suicide.

was responsible for 47,500 deaths in 2019.1 equating to one death The matrix identifies risk and protect_ive factprs th_a}t affect the Iikelihoo_d of suicide
a P ’ 4 g HOW attempt resulting in death. The Matrix also identifies the ongoing projects at

' 2
every 11 minutes. CSTS that focus on prevention of suicide from a public health perspective.
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* Over the last decade there has been little to no theory development takes place.

o Social environment describes the cultural, social, political, and legal norms
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In the field of suicide prevention. of the community.

: : : .. Figure 1: Transitioning from host to agent and environmental targets for action. . .
» None of the currently available theories conceptualize suicide and ° ’ ° ’ . The development of the Haddon Matrix revealed to the authors that conventional

approaches to suicide prevention that focus on the host factors and why people die
by suicide have yielded poor to modest results. Constructing the Haddon Matrix
guided the authors to key agent, physical, and social environment factors that provide

prevention strategies in the context of suicide as a complex
traumatic event that encompass key environmental and agent

vectors of suicide. actionable opportunities that may create a human ecosystem that is more resistant to
T \ // suicide.
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