
● Family safety is influenced by behaviors and 
factors across multiple domains

● Prior studies have focused on family safety in 
the context of a single domain or on
individual-level safety (i.e., child safety)1-3

● Poor safety at the family-level negatively 
impacts multiple outcomes considered high-
priority by the DoD, including suicidal 
behaviors, accidents, injuries, substance use 
problems, and family violence

● A more holistic model of family safety is 
needed to: 

1. Advance understanding of how multiple 
domains of risk combine to influence
negative outcomes of all family members

2. Inform prevention strategies to mitigate 
high-risk outcomes
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● A systematic literature search was 
conducted to identify components of family 
safety from various fields

● Risk domains identified as related to the 
concept of family safety were incorporated 
into a single model

● Current approaches to family safety 
primarily focus on single risk domains and 
individual-level safety

● Our proposed conceptual model addresses 
these limitations of the extant literature by 
describing the multiple social, 
environmental, and structural factors that 
contribute to the safety of families

● The model underscores the need for 
stakeholders from multiple fields (e.g., 
public health, social work, urban 
development, community policy) to work 
together to develop initiatives that promote 
family safety

● Future research based on this conceptual 
model can provide an empirical foundation 
for the development of prevention efforts to 
address the multiple domains proposed to 
contribute to family safety and high-risk 
outcomes
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PROPOSED CONCEPTUAL MODEL

● We propose a model of family safety in which the safety of a family 
is determined by the confluence of behaviors and factors across 
multiple domains, including home safety practices, home physical 
environment, family access to resources, community safety,
interpersonal skills, and safe parenting

● Figure 1 illustrates the intersectionality of these domains and their 
connection to overall family safety

● The proposed model is intended to guide future research, identify 
at-risk families, and inform the development of prevention 
strategies that target the various domains and their intersectionality
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Figure 1.  The proposed conceptual model of family safety that illustrates the range 
of social, environmental, and structural factors that contribute to family safety.


